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served chiefly for the illustration of my own
reading, and for subsequent transmission to one
whose interest in all that could befal me was
such as to render the most desultory and imper-
fect observations of more thanpcommon value in
her esteem-
Secondly, That my journeys were often
through countries, where writing, drawing, or
minutely surveying any subject, would have been
fatal j where we often travelled with our hands
upon our swords, and our eyes keenly watching
for secret plunderers, or more open enemies.
Thirdly, That the books which I had read,
the leading features of them only being generally
fresh in my memory, were not at all accessible
to me throughout the route for their details,
though my preparatory extracts from them were
very numerous.
In the course of this journey, I saw the greater
part of Palestine, and the country beyond the Jor-
dan; traversed the eastern parts of Moab,
Bashan Gilead, and the Auranites; crossed Phoe-
nicia End: the higher parts of Syria, in various
directions from Baalbek by the snowy and cedar-
.crowned summits of Lebanon to the sea-coast,
and from Antioch, by the ever-verdant banks of
the Qrontes, to Aleppo. I journeyed through
Mesopotamia, by Ur of the Chaldees, to Nineveh
and Baby Ion f aand, visited the great living cities